Vision 2020 Natural Resources Group
March 22, 2010 meeting notes
Facilitator: Tim Thompson
Participants: Belinda Stewart, Tim Davis
**Group met at Klamath’s South Portal meeting room, Riverside Dr. 
Discussed need for community outreach and awareness of local water issues – both quantity and quality issues. 
1. Local Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) regulation
0. Impacts to city with upgrade of waste treatment plants
0. Possible ban on types of soaps with ingredients that could cause water impairment (as seen in the 3/21/10 Herald and News)
1. More cost accounting of how people’s tax dollars are spent on addressing water quality (i.e.: upgrades to municipal water treatment plants costing $40-$100 M may have a less than 1% impact on the overall improvement to water impairment to the Klamath River)
Group reviewed the proposals for action as set forth by the Vision 2002 natural resource group
1. Many items overlap with our ideas and visions
1. It was suggested that someone from our group attend the next Klamath County Natural Resource Advisory Council meeting and ask the group what their concerns and visions are for Klamath County that we could further explore in our group. Tim Thompson volunteered to attend and ask. (**Tim, you may need to contact Lani Hickey at the Klamath Co. Commissioner’s Office and ask to be put on the agenda for the next meeting)
1. Another suggestion was to talk with Klamath County natural resource staff to see if there is a vision they have compiled. 
Some ideas we discussed that we could address in our vision include; 
1. Campbell/Dead Horse Lake beetle kill timber issue
1. Increase of water storage through promotion of agricultural practices that conserve water
1. And restoration of marshlands (unclear on which marshlands this indicates)
1. TMDL standards and compliance
1. Upper Klamath Lake dredging and deepening
1. Off-stream storage options
1. Riparian areas along Lake Ewauna and Klamath River. 
5. More diversity of plant and animal life along water bodies
**The next meeting has not been scheduled. Please email and indicate when you would like to meet next. We will schedule based on consensus. The South Portal meeting room worked out great, I believe we will plan to use this space again. 
Vision 2020 Natural Resources Group
February 25, 2010 Meeting Notes
Facilitators: Tim Thompson, Jack Bowers
Group Participants: Tim Davis, Dwight Long, Ralph Opp, Harry Vincett, Belinda Stewart, Robin Thompson
Meeting began with introductions, review of ground rules and outline of group’s purpose. 
Questions were posed to the group in order to form a vision/mission statement for addressing Klamath County’s natural resource future: 
1. What are your dreams for the community?
2. What would ‘success’ be defined as from this group forum?
3. What would conditions look like in Klamath County if this vision happened?
Dialogue began to combine our individual visions into a larger vision. The following ideas/visions were mentioned: 
· Conservation; wise use of our natural resources
· Consider water limitations in the Basin
· Need for balance of resources; wildlife, water, agriculture, mining, timber/forests, and recreational uses
· Awareness and account of the impact we have on natural resources
· Recreational uses of our natural resources; motorized off-road, bird watching, hunting, fishing, snowmobiling, rafting, boating, hiking, biking, botanical tours
· Important to consider the economic impact of natural resource use in the county
· Geothermal resources – there are currently no public hot springs in the community. May be an idea for further development.
· Geothermal fish farms
· Greenhouses
· Utility extension into the greater community
· Air quality; woodstoves and county burning regulations
· Algae farming on Upper Klamath Lake
· Dredging the lake? Feasibility?
· Sell dredged material for fertilizer
· Agricultural tourism in the Basin
· Walking wetlands
· Organic farming
· Tim Davis presented his idea for an alcohol fueled public transportation system in Klamath County
· Grow alcohol producing plants to fuel alcohol engines (possibly built by diesel tech students at KCC?) which would be installed in public transportation buses (Basin Transit). 
· We would be the first community to run local transportation exclusively on alcohol fuel; could lower air quality impacts to the county. 
· Idea of growing cattails in basins where effluent would be filtered through and allowed to dry. The cattails would then be harvested and made into alcohol. 
· Other high starch crops would yield alcohol and the residual from refining could be fed to cattle. 
· Began discussion of the value of wetlands and further education/promotion in the Basin. 
· Meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 
· Next meeting will be Thursday, March 4th @ 6:00 p.m., OIT Sunset Room (unless otherwise arranged)
Homework: 
Review notes from meeting and work on a 1-2 sentence mission/vision statement to guide our discussions at future meetings. 

Vision 2020 Natural Resources Group
March 4, 2010 meeting notes
Facilitator: Tim Thompson
Participants: Michelle Barry, Ralph Opp, Belinda Stewart, Tim Davis, Renee Snyder
Began with a discussion of mission statements. 
· Ralph suggested: Our mission is to use our natural resources wisely for present and future generations. 
· Belinda suggested: To create a collaborative vision of conservation, agricultural, recreational and educational opportunities for the next generation, while balancing the multiple benefits and challenges that exist within Klamath County’s natural resources. 
It was also suggested that sustainability of natural resources be worked into the mission statement. 
Group decided to look at these mission statements and make suggestions via email between now and the next meeting. 
Renee filled us in on wetland restoration projects: 
· Resource Conservancy is breeching dykes in Upper Klamath Lake to restore wetlands
· BLM is working with the Wood River Wetland Project
· USBR, USF&WS and Resource Conservancy are also working on the Agency Lake/Barnes Ranch Project	
· This project restores oxidized soils and rebuilds the soil for many benefits, including water quality enhancement. 
The group discussed the J.C. Boyle dam area of the Klamath River and the reach below which is designated wild and scenic. 
· This is a federal designation, state petitioned, with benefits for fisheries, recreation and scenery. 
· Discussed in 2020 there is a possibility the JC Boyle dam would be removed, opening up this reach for more recreational opportunities. 
· Balance of fish, recreation and water
Discussed JWTR (Formerly Jeld Wen Timber and Ranching) and their work towards having a bimass plant. 
· Huge benefits to Klamath Co. with a biomass plant. There may be air quality impacts, but they would potentially be less than a forest fire in areas such as the east county beetle kill. 
Group would benefit from someone with forestry/timber background joining these discussions. A few names were suggested: 
· Mark Sleazak
· Chris Sokol (JWTR)
· Jim Walls (Tim Thompson will call)
· Craig Bienz (Michelle will call)
Having a forestry night with this group would be helpful. People aforementioned will be contacted to see if they can join us sometime. Goal would be to have foresters share their vision for Klamath County forests with the group. 
We could also benefit from having a geothermal expert and a mining expert. 
· Mining is currently an issue on the radar of the county. 
Next meeting scheduled for Monday, March 22 

